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guided or lost, for your generosity must be steeped in the
high concept of honour, and in this way you will prevent
those who from day to day were guilty of abusing the
benevolence of their companions, which is complicity, from
being met to-morrow by some unforeseen calamity and be-
coming a pernicious example of immorality and injustice in
the Army.
"The concept of honour is not exclusive to a regiment,
troop, or corps, but is the patrimony of the Army, and is sub-
ject to the traditional rules of gentlemanliness and nobility.
He who believes himself watchful of the good name of his
corps by turning over to another corps what would redound
little to the glory of his own, offends gravely.
"A matter, this, on which, even though repeated many
times, I should not be silent, since there is no longer a to-
morrow for me to counsel you.
"I cannot say to you, as before, that you leave your home
here, for after to-day it will have disappeared. But I can
assure you that, scattered throughout Spain, you will carry
this place In your hearts, and that in your future we place
our hopes and expectations. That when in the course of
time your temples become grey, and your competence makes
you masters in your profession, you will appreciate the
magnitude and worth of our efforts. Then your memory
and sound judgment will be our most precious recompense.
"We feel to-day, as we bid farewell, the satisfaction of a
duty fulfilled, and we unite our sentiments and vehement
desires for the greatness of our nation crying out united:
Long live Spain!"
This speech displeased the government deeply, and Azana
officially warned the Director of the Military Academy,
The lacerating effect of the speech was still fresh when
Franco, now ready, presented himself, as was his dutyy to
the minister. The latter said to him, "I have re-read your